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Since the introduction of her first novel The Joy Luck Club in 1989, Amy Tan has 
been esteemed as one of the major writers with her keen insight, exquisite style as well 
as skillful writing techniques both at home and abroad. After the glamour of her first 
work, Amy Tan continues to devote herself in creating The Kitchen God’s Wife (1991), 
The Hundred Secret Senses (1995) and The Bonesetter’s Daughter (2001). Quite 
different from her previous style, Tan has published a new work in 2005 named Saving 
Fish from Drowning, in which she turns her original interest in portraying 
mother-daughter relations, cultural conflicts and ethnic identity to a series of global 
issues such as politics and war, the world ecosystem, religion and faith as well as 
global media. Despite her innovations, this work does not arouse as much attention in 
academic studies as her previous works. It seems that Tan’s retreat from the pursuit of 
ethnic identity makes her fading away from critics’ major concern.  
This thesis, based on Baudrillard’s postmodern mass media theory, especially his 
study on simulation and simulacra as well as implosion, explores the manipulative 
power of global media and indicates Tan’s anxiety about human being’s loss of 
subjectivity in an era of simulation. Through the detailed analyses of two reality 
shows—Darwin’s Fittest and Junglemaniacs!, this thesis elaborates an entropic 
information-flooded American society depicted in the novel. To resist the increasing 
tendency of entropy and infortainment, Tan implies several indirect means including 
the harmonious relations between man and woman, between the East and the West and 
between man and nature. As a landmark of the author’s transition from an ethnic writer 
to a global writer, Saving Fish from Drowning records Tan’s growing concern to the 
existence and essence of the whole human race. This concept not only opens a new 
path for her later writing career, but offers a new insight for the development and 
maturation of Chinese American literature as well. 
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Chinese American literature has undergone a long period of development since the 
19th century, but it is not until the publication of Kingston’s The Woman Warrior that 
Chinese American literature has come to its sparkling stage. Amy Tan, who is usually 
considered the continuation of Kingston’s popularity and charm, helps to create 
another renaissance with the publication of her first work The Joy Luck Club in 1989. 
As a writer whose background includes Chinese heritage, western Protestantism, 
American and Swiss education experience, Tan shares a common interest with other 
Asian American writers, who write about the “between-world” identity of the 
hyphenated Americans, about the cultural chasms between immigrant parents and their 
American-born offspring and the conflicts between Chinese and American culture 
(Ling, 1990: 105). In her works, Tan raises questions about the relationship between 
ethnicity, gender and identity. In addition, she explores the Diaspora culture as well as 
many aspects of biculturalism, including cultural dislocation, the problems and 
challenges within immigrant families and the conflict between assimilation and 
parochialism. Tan’s exquisite and authentic style invests her with a widespread 
popularity and unfailing charm, which helps her to become one of the spokespersons 
of Chinese American literature. 
Due to the fervent Amy Tan phenomenon, a lot of comprehensive academic 
researches have appeared both at home and abroad in the late 1990s. Having been 
listed into the history of American literature, Amy Tan has become a hot research 
object in universities. Meanwhile, a series of significant monographs are published, 
including Amy Tan: A Critical Companion by E. D. Huntley, Amy Tan: A Literary 
Companion by Mary Ellen Snodgrass and Amy Tan by Bella Adams. Generally 
speaking, these researches on Amy Tan can be divided into three categories: one is 
textual analysis of her narrative techniques and her portrayal of mother-daughter 
relations. The second is cultural study, ranging from the perspectives of Chinese past to 
American present, focusing on the issues of racial problems and the identity of the 
between-world minority groups in America. The third is social gender study, stressing 
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Despite the extensive researches on her previous novels, Tan’s new work Saving 
Fish from Drowning published in 2005 seems to retreat a bit from the critics’ concern 
and fails to arouse a considerable publicity. Quite different from her previous style, this 
work represents a shift from her usual depiction of mother-daughter relations and the 
pursuit of ethnicity and identity to the author’s concern of universal issues, including 
politics, cultural colonialism, media manipulation, world ecosystem, etc. Though Tan 
touches upon a broad theme in this novel, many readers fail to grasp the essence and 
simply consider it a group of American tourists’ adventurous story in Burma. So far, 
few scholars have explored this novel in China, among whom Zhang Qiong in Fudan 
University is the one who gives a general introduction of the novel’s major theme and 
discusses its narrative technique. This paper, based on Jean Baudrillard’s mass media 
theory, focuses on exploring the hyperreality constructed by global media, its impact 
on modern people’s loss of subjectivity and Tan’s implied salvations in the novel to 
resist the entropic information-imploded society. 
 This thesis is divided into three parts.  
Chapter One introduces Amy Tan’s literary achievement and her typical narrative 
strategies like talk-story and ghost image in her first four novels as well as in the new 
work Saving Fish from Drowning. Tan’s continuous adoption of talk-story and ghost 
image is actually her inheriting and passing-on of ethnic culture. Besides the 
introduction of writing technique, the reason of Tan’s style change and the new work’s 
critical reviews are further discussed to indicate Tan’s self-seeking process from an 
ethnic writer to a global writer.  
 Chapter Two mainly analyzes the manipulative power of global media and modern 
people’s gradual loss of subjectivity. By employing Jean Baudrillard’s mass media 
theory, especially his study on simulacra and simulation as well as implosion, a 
theoretical basis is established to help readers to have a better understanding of global 
media’s operation process and its impact on both the First and the Third World people. 
Through the analyses of two reality shows—Darwin’s Fittest and Junglemaniacs!, Tan 
offers her version of warning that global media has reduced modern people into living 
receptors, who are unable to distinguish the real and the simulated.  
Chapter Three focuses on Tan’s implied salvations to fight against the entropic 















us human beings. She offers three indirect means in the novel: the harmony between 
man and woman, the harmony between the East and the West and the harmony 
between man and nature. Tan’s thought-provoking suggestions have offered a new path 
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Chapter One  Amy Tan and Her Literary Career 
 
1.1 Amy Tan’s Major Works and Her Typical Narrative Strategy 
Right after the publication of her first novel—The Joy Luck Club in 1989, Amy 
Tan has been embraced by seas of compliments and praises, esteeming her as one of 
the major novelists both at home and abroad. With the over fifteen-year glamour of her 
first work, Amy Tan continues to devote herself in creating The Kitchen God’s Wife 
(1991), The Hundred Secret Senses (1995), The Bonesetter’s Daughter (2001), The 
Opposite of Fate: a Book of Musings (2003) and Saving Fish from Drowning (2005), 
all of which have received high acclaim and appeared on the best-seller list again and 
again. Tan is well-known for her gift in depicting the problematic yet richly influential 
relationship between mothers and daughters, the search for family connections and 
roots, the shape of women’s lives in patriarchal cultures and the common human 
struggle to establish a distinct identity. Besides, Tan also shows her talent in portraying 
love, loss and redemption, fate and destiny, and considerations about human existence. 
With her exquisite style and natural gift for storytelling, Tan has received a wide 
publicity both at home and abroad. 
Due to her popularity and charm, the discussion of Tan’s works by both academic 
institutions and ordinary readers is becoming so increasingly fervent that it has 
produced a unique “Amy Tan phenomenon”. In “Sugar Sisterhood: Situating the Amy 
Tan Phenomenon,” Sau-Ling Cynthia Wong observes that Tan’s writing “straddles the 
worlds of ‘mass’ literature and ‘respectable’ literature, stocking the shelves of airport 
newsstands as well as university bookstores, generating coffee table conversations as 
well as conference papers” (Wong, 1995: 175). Through reading Amy Tan’s novels, 
readers are easily to be fascinated by her skills in voicing human stories and portraying 
cultural conflicts and dialogues. According to E. D. Huntley, a significant source of the 
charm and artistry of Tan’s novels is the narrative elements of “biography and 
autobiography, history and mythology, folk tale and Asian talk story, personal 
reminiscence and memoir” (Huntley, 1998: 19). Indeed, as the most Tanlike strategy, 
talk-story and ghost image stand for Tan’s inheritance and passing-on of Chinese 
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